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Open letter

From the Minister of Alberta 
Culture and Community Spirit

Celebrate Alberta’s Youth Volunteers 

If I asked you what a volunteer looks like, how many of you would think of somebody in the age group of five to 25 years?  More likely you would imagine an older adult; in fact, most volunteers are 35 to 44 years of age.  But there are very good reasons why we should consider the younger age groups when we look for volunteers. 

The earlier children get appropriate volunteer experience, the likelier they are to volunteer throughout their lives.  They will be more likely to develop the lifelong involvement that helps lead to stronger and safer towns, cities and rural areas, and a richer quality of life.  

National Volunteer Week is April 18-24.  Global Youth Service Day, a time to focus specifically on the contributions of youth volunteers all over the world, also takes place during this week.  

To mark the occasion, we should ask ourselves whether we allow young people the opportunity to contribute to their communities.  My own volunteer experiences with my wife and children showed me that children are excited at the possibility of doing important work. 

Doug Griffiths, MLA for Battle River-Wainwright, has a wonderful what-not-to-do list on his website, entitled 13 Ways to Kill Your Community.  Number three is “don’t include youth.”  Too often, he says, the attitude is that youth must wait their turn before contributing.   Today’s youth are not likely to wait. 

A great start is the Youth Volunteer Challenge, hosted by Alberta’s Youth VOLUNTEER! Society for Global Youth Service Day.  This week-long challenge encourages high school teams to see who can donate the most volunteer hours.  Check out details at www.youthvolunteer.ca.

The recent Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver were a success in large part thanks to an army of volunteers, one third of whom were from Alberta.  We must make sure we call upon the youth of the world when we strive to make that world better. 

Please join me in extending a great big thank you to all of Alberta’s volunteers, young in age and young in spirit, during National Volunteer Week, April 18-24.  

[image: image3.png]



Lindsay Blackett 
Minister of Alberta Culture and Community Spirit.

Media inquiries may be directed to:

	Parker Hogan, 
Communications, Alberta Culture and Community Spirit

780-427-6530
(To call toll-free within Alberta dial 310-0000)


