
Framework for Collaboration

Between the Government of Alberta and the Alberta Nonprofit/Voluntary Sector

“Building Community Together”
Whereas the Government of Alberta (GOA) and the Nonprofit/Voluntary Sector (NPVS) share a common vision for Albertans achieving exceptional quality of life through healthy, active communities.
Whereas the GOA and NPVS share common interests and many areas of mutual concern.
Whereas the GOA and NPVS each through their vital contributions to society, fulfill complementary roles in the development and delivery of public policy and services.
Whereas the GOA and NPVS respect each other’s autonomy and ability to act independently. 

Whereas the GOA and NPVS recognize that a collaborative partnership is essential to enable their working together to improve services to Albertans and to build vibrant communities.
The Government of Alberta and the Nonprofit/Voluntary Sector therefore agree as follows:

1. Purpose of the Framework
The purpose of this Framework is to engage both the GOA and the NPVS in a collaborative partnership that continues to honour their unique strengths and contributions as they increase their abilities to build healthy, active communities.
2. Commitments to Action 

The GOA and NPVS will work collaboratively towards solutions for commonly shared, critical NPVS issues to improve the services each sector provides to Albertans to promote healthy, active communities. These include, but are not limited to, the following:
(1) The GOA and the NPVS will develop a better understanding of each other’s values, roles, mandates in Alberta communities.

(2) The GOA and the NPVS will work together to build capacity to participate in this collaboration.
(3) The GOA and the NPVS will develop mechanisms to enable the NPVS to have input into public policy dialogue on issues that impact the sectors roles and mandates in Alberta communities.
(4) The GOA and the NPVS will work together to develop strategies that will enable the NPVS to inform, attract, develop and retain the human resources required to fulfill its essential roles in Alberta communities.
(5) The GOA and the NPVS will work together to identify and recommend solutions for the administrative, program resource, and risk management issues that challenge the current and future sustainability of the NPVS.
3. Coordination and Implementation

This Framework will be guided by the principles of accountability, dialogue, consensus, cooperation and collaboration; and in its implementation will respect each sector’s autonomy and ability to act independently.  The GOA and NPVS each have responsibility to a different range of stakeholders and a shared commitment to communicate within and between the sectors.  Therefore the GOA and the NPVS together commit to the following:

(1) The GOA and NPVS will work together to ensure that there are coordinating structures and other mechanisms in place for both sectors to participate effectively in implementing this Framework.

(2) The GOA and NPVS will function collaboratively through a leadership body with shared representation from both sectors, invited by the Minister of the lead ministry, and charged with the responsibility for ensuring the intent of this Framework is fulfilled.
(3) The GOA and the NPVS will individually and, where appropriate, collectively inform their respective stakeholders of the successes and achievements enabled by this Framework.

4. Subsequent Agreements
This Framework is intended to be a living document between the GOA and the NPVS in which each may enter into related agreements, consistent with the intent of this Framework.
5. Duration
(1) This Framework comes into effect upon signing on behalf of both the GOA and the NPVS, and

(2) This Framework will be reviewed annually, amended as necessary, and may be terminated by either the GOA or the NPVS with four (4) months written notice.
Signed:
Original Signed – August 10, 2007
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